
Did you know…? 

There’s a new website up 

called: 

www.deafbayarea.com 

It’s a great centralized 

location to find out what is 

happening in the  

greater Bay Area! 
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Do you want news every week? 

Subscribe to our weekly updates. 

Contact: 
karen@communiqueinterpreting.com 

 
REFLECTIONS BY CRIS EGGERS ~  
If you missed the NorCRID (Northern California Registry of Interpreters for the Deaf) 

conference in Santa Rosa on November 6th, you missed a fantastic learning opportunity 

as well as a chance to meet and socialize with Northern California interpreters.  The 

morning began with an overview of linguistics with a more in-depth look at ASL 

linguistics presented by Michele Bishop Ph.D., a graduate of Gallaudet University, 

interpreter, and professor at Santa Rosa Junior College. After her workshop, participants 

went outside to the local farmersô market and bought Indian, Mexican, Greek and other 

international food for lunch. The business meeting followed, a relatively short affair 

where we voted for a senior membership discount and also selected new organization 

officers. After that, our own Nikki Horrell M.A, (Caroline and Joe Schmitzôs daughter), 

treated us to a edifying workshop on interpreting for people who have minimal language 

skills. Not only did she give us specific strategies to make our ASL more clear but her 

own language adeptness kept us riveted on her so as not to miss anything and also to 

absorb the phenomenal language. She also demonstrated some techniques using her 

own daughter, who is Deaf and moved here from another country, arriving with with no 

language. She is learning ASL and graciously volunteered to act as a model for us to 

test our clarity. Nikki recommends using a certified Deaf interpreter (CDI) in situations 

when a deaf person is still learning ASL, and Priscilla Poyner, CDI proved her point 

beautifully by interpreting easily what a hearing colleague failed in many minutes to 

interpret.  Priscilla was present to address issues salient to CDI work and she also ran 

for a NorCRID board position, which she won! I am not certain, but I do believe she is 

the first Deaf board president. Holly Gillette and a trusty band of committee and board 

members planned this conference. The food, the workshops, and the venue all 

augmented the experience.  

 

The new board (left to 

right): Greg Haretos, 

outgoing President; 

Kita Greenburg, 

Alternate 1; Terri 

Manning, Member-at-

Large 3; Kathleen 

Bieling, Alternate 2; 

Nikki Horrell, Member-

at-Large 2, Priscilla 

Poyner, President elect;  

Winnie Little, 

Secretary;  Mary 

Nelson, Vice President; 

and Holly Gillette, 

Member-at-Large 1. 

Not pictured: 

Treasurer, Karen 

Evangelista 

New NorCRID Board voted in 11/2010.  

Awareness Day at the 

Sonoma County Fair! 

This is due to the 

tireless work of Diedre 

Tubb and Marlayne 

Williams. Please add 

July 31st to your 

calendars now, as it will 

surely be chock full of 

good times. Similar to 

last year, we can 

probably expect story -

telling, skits, song 

interpretation and more! 

Stay tuned for more info 

to come as summer 

approachesé 

This summer will 

be the Second 

Annual Deaf  

F u n  @  t h e  F a i r ! 
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 Directorõs  Report   

CRIS EGGERS 

director 

organizations for every possible 
interest, and a Deaf and signing 
community that is in the tens of 
thousands. 
 While I love it here and I 
am learning so much about 
interpreting and ASL, I miss our 
beautiful Sonoma County. And 
now it is just that much better 
thanks to the creation of a local 
CAD chapter. Santa Rosa will 
always be my home. 

Spring is upon us, and you know what that means...itõs time to 

shake off the hibernation layers and get out there and do stuff! 

Please remember to check out our online calendar for local & 

Bay Area events. You can also sign up for our weekly emails. 

Plus, if you havenõt done so yet, check us out on Facebook:  
facebook.com/cq.interpreting 

I would also like to take a moment to congratulate the second 

cohort of Santa Rosa Junior Collegeõs Interpreter Training 

Program, slated to graduate this May. Way to go! I know that 

you poured a lot of energy into completing your program and 

you should be proud of yourselves. OK folks, talk to you again 

this summer! Be well.....  

~Karen  

Editorõs Notes 

Karen stevens 

Editor 

The View from Here 
 
What a delight to see everyone at 
Deaf Pizza in March! And so 
much good news, the best news, a 
group of energized people 
started a North Bay chapter of 
CAD (California Association of 
the Deaf). Everyone looked so 
good and familiar. I do enjoy new 
faces and the variety of different 
interpreters and Deaf people at 
Gallaudet, but nothing compares 
to home and the people who 
òraisedó me. I would not be who I 
am without Joe Schmitz, my first 
ASL teacher, Caroline Schmitz 
and Charlene HoõOhuli, my 
coworkers at CRI back in the 
early 90õs. They taught me 
language, etiquette and Deaf 
culture. 
   Now at Gallaudet, I learn from 
my interpreting teachers and the 
East Coast Deaf community. 
What impresses me most, are the 
many opportunities here. The 
Washington D.C. area offers 
hundreds of government jobs, 
captioning in movie theaters, 
Deaf professionals offering free 
talks on a wide variety of 
subjects from psychology to 
money management, 
performances in ASL, Deaf  

 

Save the Date!  
California Association of the Deaf  

will be hosting their  

CAD Conference August 11 -13 , 2011  
at CSD Fremont. Donôt miss it!  

Itôs sure to be enlightening, informative, and FUN!  
For more information visit their website:  

http://www.cad1906.org/content/2011 -cad -conference  
 

Early bird deadline for $60 tickets is April 30, 2011.  

Ticket prices go up to $70 after that date and will be $75 at the door.  

Thank you to  
Jan Nisewaner for  
keeping the online 

calendars up -to -date with 
Deaf/ASL events. The 

calendars can be accessed 
from our website; one  

for the Deaf Community, 
another for Interpreting 

focused workshops.  



Deaf Pizza Night ñ Deaf gathering at Round Table Pizza, corner of 
Guerneville Rd. & Cleveland Ave. in Santa Rosa. Every third  
Thursday of the month (4/21, 5/19, 6/16) from 6 -9 pm.  

ASL Social @ AõRomaõs Coffeeñ Sundays 10:00 am -12:00 pm; 
A'Roma Roasters, 95 5th Street, Santa Rosa, CA 95401   

Events:  April ð June 2011 Eye On the Deaf  
Community 
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My ASL Book: A Communicative Approach to 
Learning a Visual Language  

 

$ÏÎȭÓ ÎÅ× ÂÏÏË ÓÅÒÉÅÓ ɉ5ÎÉÔ Σ Ǫ ΤɊ  
can be purchased online from the  
Publisher (see below for website). 
The book series will utilize a website  
(myASLTube.com) to provide  
videos and pictures of the book  
content. The website requires a  
code that comes with the purchase  
of the book. Many of the signer  
models are Sonoma County locals! 
Visit: 

http://kendallhunt.com/Search.aspx?searchTerm=asl#  

~CQ Lending Library ~  

 

We would like to express our deepest gratitude to 

several people:  Marlayne Williams for helping me 

catalog the library items; also, to Patty Lessard, Janet 

DePree and Heidi Harris for their recent library 

donations. Thank you for helping us to make additional 

resources available. Some items of interest:  

CD-ROMs on Cardiology, Gastroenterology, 

Pregnancy and Delivery from a Deaf perspective, 

Linguistics, Mathmatics/Statistics, Classifiers, 

Storytelling in ASL, and much more! 

The library is available MondayðFriday  

from 8 amð4pm. 

AA Meetings ñ Every Friday evening from 5:30 -6:30 pm in the  
Meeting Room of Communique at 330 College Ave., Santa Rosa  

At the end of May this year, Don Bangs, long 
time faculty member and ASL Instructor at 
Santa Rosa Junior College (SRJC), will be 
ÏÆÆÉÃÉÁÌÌÙ ÒÅÔÉÒÉÎÇȢ 4ÈÁÔȭÓ ÎÏÔ ÔÏ ÓÁÙ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÅȭÓ 
hanging up his hat never to be seen again! On 
the contrary, Don will continue to teach in a 
part time capacity. After getting his BA in math 
from Gallaudet University, Don taught 
mathematics at Gallaudet for ten years. Then he 
moved to Ohio to become an actor and sign 
language translator for the Cleveland Sign 
Stage. Later he moved to California, enrolling in 
UC Berkeley to earn his PhD in Theater. For a 
school project he set up the Sign Rise Theater 
Company which mounted a California tour of 
Ȱ4ÈÅ 'ÌÁÓÓ -ÅÎÁÇÅÒÉÅȢȱ  )Î ÔÈÅ ÅÁÒÌÙ ΫΡȭÓ $ÏÎ 
found himself heading east yet again, pursuing 
teaching and research at Gallaudet, 
simultaneously running his theater group, Sign 
Rise. They worked on a combination of classic 
play pieces, converting them into ASL, but also 
original creations as well. A combination of 
factors, including bad weather and bad drivers 
(there are two kinds in D.C. FAST! Or s-l-o-w) 
convinced Don to come back to California, at 
which point he began teaching ESL at Laney 
College. Eventually he was juggling three jobs. 
In 1996 he become a Deaf and Hard of Hearing 
Specialist at SRJC. Later he was hired on as 
Faculty, and finally the ASL Department Chair 
(which was a position that Sherry Hicks filled for 
two years until her departure). Sadly, due to 
budget restraints and lack of administrative 
ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔȟ ÂÏÔÈ 3ÈÅÒÒÙȭÓ ÁÎÄ $ÏÎȭÓ ÆÕÌÌ-time 
positions have been eliminated leaving the ASL 
Department to function with only adjunct 
faculty. Don shared that teaching has been his 
most rewarding and enjoyable effort over the 
years. Sadly the JC has been forced to whittle 
down its ASL course offerings from 21 to 4. He 
indicated that this semester has been one of his 
best because his new book has helped to 
generate good attitudes and motivation to 
master ASL at a higher level. He excitedly 
shared with me the release of new ASL book 
series: (see info box to the left for more 
information). Finally, when asked what he plans 
to do with his newfound free time, Don told me 
he will continue to be involved in theater, 
teaching and travel. In fact, he is training for a 
ÔÒÉÐ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 'ÒÁÎÄ #ÁÎÙÏÎ ÔÈÉÓ ×ÉÎÔÅÒȢ (ÅȭÓ ÂÅÅÎ 
hiking the trails surrounding Mt. Diablo in order 
to amp up his strength and endurance for the 
upcoming adventure, during which his group 
will hike down the canyon, stay at a lodge at the 
bottom for a couple days and hike out again. 
Watch out for the mules, Don! 



SOURCES FOR THE  DEAF 

Videos, games, posters, books, etc.: 

Harris Communications 

15155 Technology Dr. 

Eden Prairie, MN 55344 

www.harriscomm.com 

(800) 825-9187 TTY 

(800) 825-6758 Voice 

 

Greeting cards, jewelry, clothing, 

games, books, videos, etc. 

ADCO 

4242 South Broadway 

Englewood, CO 80113 

www.ADCOhearing.com 

(800) 726-0851 TTY & Voice 

VISIT US ON THE WEB!!!!  

www.CommuniqueInterpreting.com 

Specializing In  

American  

Sign Language 

Communique Interpreting 

330 College Avenue 

Santa Rosa, Ca 95401 

Phone: 707-546-6869 

VP: 707-623-1638 

Fax: 707-546-1770 

www.CommuniqueInterpreting.com 

    

Our Mission Statement 

òc o n n e c t i n g  d e a f   

&  h e a r i n g  p e o p l e   

b y  p r o v i d i n g  

q u a l i t y  s i g n  

l a n g u a g e   

interpreting.ó  

Amplified telephones, TTYôs, alarm 

clocks, telephone signalers, etc. 

Ameriphone 

www.azhearing.com/products-for-deaf-

and-hearing-impaired.htm 

(800)772-2889 TTY 

(866)674-3549 Voice 

 

Books, childrenôs books, posters, game 

cards, teacher and student guides, etc. 

DawnSignPress 

6130 Nancy Ridge Drive 

San Diego, CA 92121-3223 

www.dawnsign.com 

(800) 549-5350 

Captioned Videos and DVDôs  

Described and Captioned  

Media Program  
National Association of the Deaf 

1447 E. Main Street 

Spartanburg, SC 29307  

www.dcmp.org 

800-237-6819 TTY 

800-237-6213 Voice 

All information in the newsletter is 

compiled by Editor, Karen Stevens, 

unless otherwise noted.  

You may contact me at:  

Karen@CommuniqueInterpreting.com 

 

Now on Facebook! 
facebook.com/cq.interpreting 


